
Farmland Protection Committee

Meeting Minutes from January 28, 2014
Members Present: 





Members Absent:

Edgar Masters







George Beneke 







Marcia Becker







Christie Hegarty





Bill Kiernan

 

Lia Babitch
Ejay Eisen

Liaisons and Others:
Jeanne Mettler (Town Board Liaison)

Nan Stolzenburg (Consultant)

Meeting called to order 7:00 pm

Review of recommendation for agricultural zoning from 12/18/13 made by George Beneke, Bill Kiernan and Marcia Becker. Document was reviewed. George, Bill and Marcia to continue and finalize the draft with the help of Edgar Masters. 
Discussion and review of zoning questions from LURC regarding square footage of farm buildings and 200 ft. setback from property lines. Edgar Masters to draft a response and submit to the Farmland Protection Committee as well as LURC and Hamlet Task Force. 
Discussion of Priority Farmlands - Definition and identification of. Discussion of what makes up priority farmlands, what their characteristics are, and the LESA analysis as previously proposed. Nan Stolzenburg to compile two different maps, one with Columbia County’s parameters and the other with characteristics identified by the committee. 
The Farmland Protection Committee is to think about the role of agriculture in the Town – keeping in mind that the final plan should describe the various roles Ag plays in the town/community. At the next meeting the committee will discuss and make a list of these roles.
 

In addition the committee will need to discuss and identity the vision for future agriculture in the form of a vision statement. 

Motion made and carried to adjourn at 9:02 pm 

