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Organizational Meeting  

January 2, 2020 5:00 pm 

 

Members Present: Supervisor Mettler, Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Gansowski and 

Councilperson Wolf. 

Supervisor Mettler opened the Organizational Meeting at 5:00pm. 

Supervisor Mettler introduced and welcomed the 2020 Board members and acknowledged Town Clerk 

Lynn Connolly who is beginning her first term as Town Clerk. 

A motion was made by Supervisor Mettler seconded by Councilperson Wolf to accept Counties, NPP and 

State bids for materials and equipment for 2020. Motion carried. 

The following Resolution was offered by Councilperson Gansowski and was seconded by Councilperson 

Wolf: 

AGREEMENT FOR EXPENDITURE OF HIGHWAY MONEYS 
Agreement between the Highway Superintendent of the Town of Copake, NY and the undersigned 
members of the Town Board. 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 284 of the Highway Law, we agree that moneys 
levied and collected in the Town for the repairs and improvement of highways, and 
received from the State for State Aid for the repairs and improvement of highways, shall 
be expended as follows: 
 
General repairs: The sum of $269,000 shall be set aside to be expended for primary work 
and general repairs upon 53.48 miles of town highways, including sluices, culverts, and 
bridges having a span of less than five feet and boardwalks or the renewals thereof. 
   
General repairs to include: The trimming or removal of dead or dangerous trees. The purchase and 
application of aggregates (gravel, drainage stone, road sealing stone, gabions etc.). The purchase and 
application of blacktop. The purchase and installation of culvert pipes. The purchase and application of 
dust control/road stabilization calcium. The repair/replacement of road signs. Purchase of diesel and 
gasoline fuels. Other miscellaneous projects. 
  
Permanent Improvements: The sum of $131,184.97 shall be set aside to be expended on the 
Permanent Improvements of town highways.  Work shall include blacktop shimming and single seals of 
oil and stone. 
 
(a) Camphill Road, commencing at Chrysler Pond Road and ending at the town line. Cost to cover a 
two and one half inch overlay of cold mix motor pave on the road surface, rental of paving machines, 
and compaction roller. 
   
(b)  Camphill Road, commencing at Chrysler Pond Road and ending at the town line Cost to cover a 
single seal of oil and stone on the road surface, rental of chip machine, and compaction roller. 
 



2 
 

(c) Pumpkin Hollow Road South, commencing at County Route 7 and ending at the town line. Cost 
to cover a single seal of oil and stone on the road surface, rental of chip machine, and compaction roller. 
 
(d) Pumpkin Hollow Road North, commencing at County Route 7 and ending at the town line. cost 
to cover a single seal of oil and stone on the road surface, rental of chip machine, and compaction roller. 
 
(e) Chrysler Pond Road, commencing at County Route 7 and ending at County Route 28. Cost to 
cover a single seal of oil and stone on the road surface, rental of chip machine, and compaction roller. 
 
(f) Cove Road, commencing at Pumpkin Hollow N and ending at the Dead End. Cost to cover a 
single seal of oil and stone on the road surface, rental of chip machine, and compaction roller. 
 
(g) Wanzell Road, commencing at Chrysler Pond Road and ending at County Route 28. Cost to cover 
a double seal of oil and stone on the road surface, rental of chip machine, and compaction roller. 
 
 
Resolution # 1    Supervisor Mettler   yes 
Dated January 2, 2020   Councilperson Gansowski  yes 
Copake, New York    Councilperson Sullivan   yes 

Councilperson   Wolf   yes 
 

The following resolution was offered by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Wolf          

1. HIGHWAY WAGES: Effective as of January 1, 2020 the wage rate in all classifications shall be                
$21.79 per hour. The Shop Foreman shall receive an additional $.25 per hour. In each year of the 
agreement the Deputy Highway Superintendent shall receive an additional $.50 per hour.  
 

2. The holidays, vacation and sick days for the Highway Employees are per their current contract. 
 

Resolution # 2    Supervisor Mettler   yes 
Dated January 2, 2020   Councilperson Gansowski  yes 
Copake, New York    Councilperson Sullivan   yes 

Councilperson   Wolf   yes 
 
A motion was made by Councilperson Wolf seconded by Councilperson Gansowski appoint Kenneth J. 

Dow, Esq. Attorney for the Town for 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Sullivan seconded by Councilperson Gansowski to designate the 

Columbia Paper and the Register Star official newspapers for the town for 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Sullivan seconded by Councilperson Wolf  that the regular town 

board meeting will be held on the second Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. with exception of August 

which will be held the second Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. for 2020. Motion carried.  

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Wolf to designate TD Bank 

and Bank of Greene County official depositories for 2020. Motion carried.  
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A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Sullivan to authorize the 

Supervisor to invest town funds for the year 2020 in day of deposit and day of withdrawal CD accounts. 

Motion carried.    

A motion was made by Councilperson Wolf seconded by Councilperson Gansowski that the Copake 

Town Hall be designated District #1 and the Copake Memorial Park Building District #2 polling place for 

2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Sullivan to appoint Sickler, 

Torchia, Allen & Churchill CPAs PC as Town Accountant for 2020. Motion carried.   

Supervisor Mettler appointed herself as Budget Officer for 2020. 
 
A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski and seconded by Councilperson Wolf to appoint Lee 

Heim Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector for 2020. Motion carried.   

A motion was made by Councilperson Wolf seconded by Councilperson Gansowski to appoint Lynn M. 

Connolly Registrar of Vital Statistic for 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Wolf to appoint Vana  S. 

Hotaling and Lawrence O Proper Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistic for 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski and was seconded by Councilperson Wolf to appoint 

Lisa DeConti as part time Court Clerk for 2020. Motion was carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Wolf and was seconded by Councilperson Gansowski to appoint 

Dawn Marie Klingner as part time Court Clerk for 2020.  Judge Hillarie Thomas, who was seated in the 

audience, rose to inquire about the hourly wage for Ms. Klingner, Supervisor Mettler stated that later 

this evening that rate would be set at $16.00.  She explained to Judge Thomas that the motion currently 

before the Board was simply to appoint Ms. Klingner.  Other financial issues would have to be dealt with 

going forward.  Motion was carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Sullivan to appoint     

Lorraine Strohmier as the Assessor’s Clerk for 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Wolf to appoint William H. 

Gregory, Jr Park Superintendent for 2020. Motion carried.   

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Sullivan to appoint Wes 

Powell Dog Control Officer for 2020. Motion carried.  

 A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Sullivan to appoint Pine 

Plains Veterinary Hospital to be designated animal shelter for the Town of Copake for 2020. Motion 

carried.  

Supervisor Mettler appointed Councilperson Wolf as Deputy Supervisor for 2020. 
 
Supervisor Mettler stated that before appointing the Town Historian she wanted to acknowledge the 
public service of Gloria Lyons who has been the Copake’s Town Historian for over 15 years.  Supervisor 
Mettler thanked Ms. Lyons for her dedication to this Town.  Ms. Mettler explained shed intended to 
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expand the responsibilities and duties of the Historian and that the role of the Historian would be on the 
Agenda for the Board’s January 9th meeting.  Supervisor Mettler concluded that she did “not want to let 
this moment go by without thanking Gloria for her considerable service to Copake”. 
 
Supervisor Mettler appointed   Howard Blue as Town Historian for 2020. 
 
Supervisor Mettler appointed Sara Kahn-Gearity as the Town’s Bookkeeper for 2020. 
Supervisor Mettler stated that Sara has been employed as Manager of Business Applications at a mid-
sized residential property management company.  For the past 19 years, she has managed and had 
administration over the company’s enterprise-wide Accounting and Operations software.  Additionally, 
Sara has recently completed training provided by the New York State Office of Comptroller.  The training 
is part of the Academy for New York State’s Local Officials.  The 2 ½ day course which Sara Completed 
was:  “Introduction to Governmental Accounting _Basic Accounting School”. 
 
Town Clerk Lynn Connolly appointed Vana Hotaling and Lawrence O. Proper as Deputy Town Clerks/ Tax 
Collectors for 2020. 
 
Highway Superintendent Gregory appointed Jeremy Holdridge Deputy Highway Superintendent for 
2020.  
 
Highway Superintendent announcement of Limited Seasonal Use for: Sunset Rock Road.  
 
A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski and seconded by Councilperson Wolf to adopt the 
2020 Snow & Ice Policy as posted on the Town’s Website. Motion was carried.  
 
A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Wolf to appoint Robin 

Bruce as Person-In-Charge of the William Cemetery 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Wolf seconded by Councilperson Sullivan to appoint Robert 

Callahan as Building Custodian and Booking Agent for 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Wolf to appoint Veronica 

Fabio as Zoning Board Secretary for 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Sullivan seconded by Councilperson Gansowski to appoint Lisa 

DeConti as Planning Board Secretary for 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Wolf to appoint Columbia 

County MIS as Computer Consultant for 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Wolf to set mileage 

reimbursement rate at the IRS Rate for the use of private vehicles for Town Business for 2020. Motion 

carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Sullivan seconded by Councilperson Gansowski to appoint     

Lynne LaVecchia as Code Enforcement/Building Inspector Secretary for 2020. Motion carried. 
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A motion was made by Supervisor Metter seconded by Councilperson Gansowski that we the members 

of the Town Board of the Town of Copake do hereby affix the salary for the year beginning January 1, 

2020 for the position of Councilperson at $3,605.00 per year paid monthly. Motion was carried.  

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Sullivan to appoint Bryan 

Van Tassel as Summer Program Director for 2020. Motion carried.    

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Sullivan to appoint Hollie 

Van Tassel as Assistant Summer Program Director for 2020. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Wolf seconded by Councilperson Gansowski to appoint Jon Urban 

to the Planning Board for a term of three years. Motion carried.    

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Wolf to appoint Neal Klein 

to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term of three years. Motion carried.    

A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski and seconded by Councilperson Wolf authorizing the 

Supervisor to attend the “Newly Elected Officials 2020 Training School” to be held in Albany January 15-

January 17 and agreeing that the school fee of $200 shall be paid by the Town.  Motion Carried. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Wolf and seconded by Councilperson Gansowski approving the 

payment of up to $750 to Edmonds GovTech/BAS for the training of the Town Bookkeeper with regard 

to our bookkeeping software.  

A motion was made by Councilperson Wolf and seconded by Councilperson Gansowski: 

That we the members of the Town Board of the Town of Copake do hereby affix the following Salaries 
for the year beginning January 1, 2020 at the amounts respectfully stated and that the salaries for the 
following employees be paid at the time specified: 
 
Budget Officer          1,500.00 Monthly 
Highway Superintendent     62,399.53 Bi-Weekly 
Supervisor       12,875.00 Monthly 
Justice (2)       10,300.00 Monthly 
Town Clerk/Collector      29,554.00 Monthly 
Deputy Town Clerk (2)         16.00 PH  2 Monthly  
Sole assessor      28,500.00 Bi-Weekly 
Code Enforcement Officer    19,750.00 Monthly 
Code Enforcement Secretary                    16.00 PH     Bi-Weekly         
Part-time Court Clerk             16.00 PH Bi-Weekly 
Historian          425.00 Yearly 
Park Superintendent        8,425.00 Bi-Weekly 
Custodian/Booking Agent               15,750.00 Monthly 
Dog Control      4,000.00 Monthly 
Park Maintenance Worker      12.00PH Bi-Weekly 
Assessor’s Clerk         16.00 PH Bi-Weekly 
Planning Secretary     16.00 PH Monthly 
ZBA Secretary         16.00 PH Monthly 
Town Bookkeeper     20.00 PH  Bi-Weekly 
Summer Program Director                 4,500.00 Bi-Weekly 
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Asst. Summer Program Director                 3,000.00 Bi-Weekly 
Summer Park Councilor ( 1st & 2nd year)   11.80PH  Bi-Weekly 
Summer Park Councilor (3rd or more years)  12.00PH Bi-Weekly 
Motion carried. 
Supervisor Mettler noted that although the 2019 and 2020 Budgets included a salary of $1500 for the 
office of Budget officer, she was waiving the salary.  The Supervisor stated that she wanted to make it 
clear that she agrees that the Budget Officer is entitled to a salary, and it was proper to include it in the 
Budget.  She stated that for her own reasons she had decided to waive it for 2020. 
 
Supervisor Mettler made the following Liaison appointments: 
 
Councilperson  Terry Sullivan        Planning Board  
Councilperson  Terry Sullivan    Ethics Board 
Councilperson       Broad Band Committee 
Councilperson Terry Sullivan    Park and Rec’s- Terry 
Town Board      Street lights and insurance 
Town Board       Refuge and auditing 
Councilperson  Richard Wolf    Rt. 7A Rehab Committee (Road Advisory  
       Committee) 
Supervisor       Highway Department 
Councilperson   Gansowski    Zoning Board of Appeals  
Councilperson   Gansowski    Conservation Advisory Committee 
Councilperson  Richard Wolf    Copake Hamlet Revitalization Task Force 
Councilperson   Richard Wolf    Project Advisory Committee 
Councilperson       Agricultural Advisory Committee 
Supervisor       Assessor’s Office 
 
A motion was made by Councilperson Gansowski seconded by Councilperson Wolf that the meeting be 

adjourned. Motion carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 


