Richard Barton 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Richard Barton is a native of Ancramdale.  He is the son of the late Carolyn and Ken Barton.  He had four brothers and one sister.  His older brothers Fred and Gerald  both served in the United States Army.

Both Richard and his twin brother Robert were drafted into the United States Army.  Robert was sent to Germany and Richard was sent to Vietnam.  Richard served in the United States Army from July 1967 until July 1969.  Richard was an Infantryman and served in Vietnam with the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Company B 1st Battalion 7th Cavalry.

Richard was awarded the Purple Heart on Feb 2, 1968 for wounds received in connection with military operations against a hostile force on Dec 31, 1967.

In the early 1970’s Richard and Robert moved to Copake Falls and purchased what is now the Copake Falls Post Office.  Originally they managed a store in what is now the Post Office.  Later and for many years Richard worked for the VA. 

Although Dick now winters in Florida, he is still a resident of Copake and still lives above the Post Office in Copake Falls.  In 2009, fittingly, the Copake Falls Day Committee awarded him the Good Neighbor award.

Just the other day I saw a couple on the rail trail and mentioned this ceremony.  They responded:  “We love Dick”.  I responded: “Everyone loves Dick”.
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