[bookmark: _GoBack]It is an honor for the Copake Town Board be able  to host this event- to gather in the presence of two Purple Heart Recipients- Richard Barton and Prope Dietter, and the family of Clayton Boughton,  represented here by his niece  Donna Boughton. And though the family of the late Gary Peck is unable to join us, we are surrounded by the dear friends of his mother, Jean Peck.
We are here, gathering around this flagpole, because a long time ago, in places on the other side of the world, and in times which seem so very distant and different from our own, these men answered the call of duty.  They put our interests ahead of their own.  They risked their lives so that ours would be better.   They bravely put their younger selves in harm’s way, so that the rest of us, could stand here today. 
In this strange time, where we cannot shake hands to acknowledge our thanks, where we are resigned to virtual hugs to convey our admiration  and affection, our words and our actions shall have to suffice.  
But what we mean to convey by what we do today is to express our deepest thanks, our heartfelt admiration, and our most sincere gratitude. What you did counted then, it counts now. You count.  In this little valley which we call home, each of you, all of you, are heroes.  
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